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Fiction 
Ghost (any book in series), Jason Reynolds  
Odyssey Honor 2017, 2017 YALSA Best Fiction Young Adult, School Library Journal Best of 2016 
Realistic Fiction  
Ghost. Lu. Patina. Sunny- these are four kids from wildly different backgrounds with personalities that are explosive when they 
clash. But they are also four kids chosen for an elite middle school track team—a team that could qualify them for the Junior 
Olympics if they can get their acts together. They all have a lot to lose, but they also have a lot to prove, not only to each other, but 
to themselves. 
 
Beyond the Bright Sea,  Lauren Wolk 
2018 Scott O’Dell Award for Historical Fiction, School Library Journal Best Books of the Year 2017 
Historical Fiction  
As long as she can remember, Crow has lived her whole life on a sleepy island. Even though Crow is loved by her adoptive family, 
she is determined to discover where she comes from and embarks on a journey to find her birth family.  Will she find them?  
 
 Refugee, Alan Gratz 
2018 National Jewish Book Award Winner for Young Adults, 2018 Colorado Blue Spruce Nominee  
Historical Fiction  
In three separate but related stories readers are thrown right into the heart of suspenseful and thought-provoking situations- with 
families fleeing their homes and facing all kinds of danger and uncertainty.  
 
 Piecing Me Together, Renee Watson 
A School Library Journal Starred Review 2018, 2018 Newbery Honor Book 
Realistic Fiction  
Tired of being singled out at her private school as someone who needs support, high school student Jade would rather participate in 
the school’s Study Abroad program than join the mentorship program for at-risk girls.  
  
A Skinful of Shadows, Frances Hardinge 
2017 School Library Journal Best of Young Adult. School Library Journal Starred Review 2017 
Fantasy 
Set during the English Civil War, a girl from an aristocratic family possesses unusual abilities.  In trying to escape from her abilities 
and her family, it leads her to friendship, survival and love.  
 
 Icebreaker (any book in series),  Lian Tanner 
School Library Journal Starred review 2017, Kirkus Starred Review 2017 
Science Fiction 
Twelve-year-old Petrel is on a mission to bring lost knowledge back into a post-apocalyptic world. Her journey takes her and her 
friends from an ancient boat, traveling the same ocean route for three hundred years, across a devastated landscape to face the 
Devouts, a group of fanatics determined to preserve the world as it is. 
 
Last Day on Mars (Chronicle of the Dark Star #1), Kevin Emerson  
Booklist Starred 2017, Kirkus Starred Review 2017 
Science Fiction/Action/Adventure  
It is Earth year 2213—but, of course, there is no Earth anymore. The human race has fled to Mars, but this was only a temporary 
solution while survivors have prepared for a second trip: a one-hundred-fifty-year journey to a distant star, their best guess at where 
they might find a new home.  Liam, one of the last humans left on Mars, makes a series of discoveries about the nature of time and 
space- is the human race just one of many in our universe locked in a dangerous struggle for survival? 

 

 



All’s Faire in Middle School, Victoria Jamieson 
Voya Top Shelf Pick 2017, Publisher’s Weekly Best Book of the Year 2017 
Graphic Novel  
Eleven-year-old Imogene has grown up with parents working at the Renaissance Festival and she is about to join them.  And just as 
exciting, she’s starting public school for the first time.  As she discovers the rules of middle school, she begins to see that it is more 
complex than the rules of swordplay.  
 
Passion of Dolssa, Julie Berry 
School Library Journal Starred Review 2017, ALA Best Fiction for Young Adults Top 10, Printz Honor Book 2017 
Historical Fiction  
Botille is a matchmaker in the small seaside town of Bajas in medieval France. She struggles to run the family's tavern and keep her 
sisters and herself afloat. Dolssa is a city girl with an uncanny gift that she can’t help but share with people.  When the two young 
women cross paths they form a deep friendship even though mortal peril awaits them. 
 
The Wonderling, Mira Bartok 
SLJ Starred Review 2017, Kirkus Starred Review 2017 
Fantasy 
The Wonderling tells the story of Arthur, a shy, fox-like foundling with a desperate desire to belong, as he goes on an adventure to 
seek his destiny.  
 
The War that Saved my Life (any book in series), Kimberly Brubaker Bradley 
2016 Newbery Honor Book, 2016 Schneider Family Book Award 
Historical Fiction  
A young disabled girl and her brother are evacuated from London to live in the English countryside during World War II, where they 
find life to be much easier away from their abusive mother.  
 
Projekt 1065; A Novel of World War II, Alan Gratz 
School Library Journal Starred Review 2016, Kirkus Starred Review 2016 
Action/Adventure 
World War II is raging and Michael, originally from Ireland, is now living in Nazi Germany and a member of the Hitler Youth.  But 
Michael has a secret- he and his parents are spies.  As he finds himself having to prove his loyalty to the Hitler Youth at all costs- he 
might just have to risk everything he cares about.  
 
Outrun the Moon, Stacey Lee 
Colorado Blue Spruce Award nominee 2017, Asian/Pan American Award for Literature 2017 
Historical Fiction  
On the eve of the San Francisco Earthquake of 1906, Mercy Wang--daughter of Chinese immigrants-- is struggling to hold her own 
among the spoiled heiresses at prestigious St. Clare’s School.  When tragedy strikes, everyone must ban together to survive.  

 
Nonfiction 
Turning 15 On the Road to Freedom, Lynda Blackmon Lowery 
A Sibert Informational Book Medal Honor Book 2016,  Booklist Editor’s Choice 2015 
In 1965, Lynda Blackmon Lowery turned 15 during the three-day voting rights march from Selma to Montgomery. In this vibrant 
memoir, Lowery's conversational voice effectively relates her experiences in the civil rights movement on and before that march. 
 
Undefeated: Jim Thorpe and the Carlisle Indian School Football Team,  Steve Sheinkin 
2017 Horn Book, Boston Globe Nonfiction Honor Book 2017 
This astonishing underdog sports story is an unflinching look at the U.S. government’s persecution of Native Americans and the 
school that was designed to erase Indian cultures.  Focusing on a group of young men who came together at that school, the 
overwhelming obstacles they faced both on and off the field, and their absolute refusal to accept defeat. 
 
Popular, Maya Van Wagenen  
2015 YALSA Award for Excellence in Nonfiction Winner, Voya’s Perfect Tens 2014 
“Stuck at the bottom of the social ladder at pretty much the lowest level of people at school who aren’t paid to be here,” Maya Van 
Wagenen decided to begin a unique social experiment: spend the school year following a 1950s popularity guide.  Will she be 
“popular” at the end of her school year? 






