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Fiction

Tristan Strong Punches a Hole in the Sky (Mbalia, Kwame- any in series)
Fantasy
When visiting his grandparents, Tristan finds himself suddenly in a fantasy world where only he can get
himself out.  Along the way, he meets characters that threaten the world as he knows it.  Based on African
American folk heroes and West African gods, can Tristan save the world?

Rescue (Nielsen, Jennifer A.)
Historical Fiction
Six hundred and fifty-seven days ago, Meg Kenyon's father left their home in France to fight for the Allies in
World War II, and that was the last time Meg saw him. Recently, she heard he was being held prisoner by
the Nazis, a terrible sentence from which Meg fears he'll never return. All she has left of him are the codes
he placed in a jar for her to decipher, an affectionate game the two of them shared. But the codes are
running low, and soon there'll be nothing left of Papa for Meg to hold on to at all.

Sal and Gabi Break the Universe (Hernandez, Carlos- any in series)
Science Fiction/Adventure
What would you do if you had the power to reach through time and space and retrieve anything you want,
including people?  Sal and Gabi find out the answer to that question in this cuban-influenced science fiction
adventure.

In the Footsteps of Crazy Horse (Marshall III, Joseph)
Historical Fiction/Nonfiction
Jimmy McClean is a Lakota boy, though you wouldn’t guess it by his name. His mother is Lakota, and his
father is half white and half Lakota. Over summer break, Jimmy embarks on a journey with his grandfather,
Nyles High Eagle. While on the road, his grandfather tells him the story of Crazy Horse, one of the most
important figures in Lakota, and American, history.

The Crossover (novel or graphic novel, any book in series, Alexander, Kwame)
Realistic Fiction
Josh and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh has more than basketball in his blood,
he's got mad beats, too, that tell his family's story in verse, in this fast and furious novel of family and
brotherhood.  Josh and Jordan must come to grips with growing up on and off the court to realize breaking
the rules comes at a terrible price, as their story's heart-stopping climax proves a game-changer for the
entire family.



Show Me a Sign (LeZotte, Ann Clare)
Historical Fiction
Mary Lambert has always felt safe and protected on her beloved island of Martha's Vineyard. Her
great-great-grandfather was an early English settler and the first deaf islander. Now, over a hundred years
later, many people there -- including Mary -- are deaf, and nearly everyone can communicate in sign
language. Mary has never felt isolated. She is proud of her lineage.  But recent events are changing how
she feels as a scientist arrives to discover the origin of the island’s prevalent deafness.  Can Mary regain
control of her situation and reunite with the community she loves?

The Ear, The Eye, and the Arm (Farmer, Nancy)
Science Fiction
The year is 2174.  Three adventurous children escape their parents’ heavily guarded mansion to explore the
dangerous world outside- but will they end up regretting their escape?

Nonfiction

Popular (Van Wagenen, Maya)
YALSA Award for Excellence in Nonfiction 2015
Maya Van Wagenen decided to begin a unique social experiment: spend the school year following a 1950s
popularity guide.  Will she be “popular” at the end of her school year?

The Impossible First: An Explorer's Race Across Antarctica (Young Readers Edition-O’Brady, Colin)
Prior to December 2018, no individual had ever crossed the landmass of Antarctica alone, without support,
and completely human-powered. But Colin O’Brady was determined to do just that—even though ten years
earlier a tragic accident raised doubts that he’d ever walk again normally.  Set against the backdrop of some
of the most extreme environments on earth, from Mount Everest to Antarctica- The Impossible First reveals
how anyone can reject limits, overcome immense obstacles, and discover what matters most.

Becoming Mulhummad Ali (Alexander, Kwame and Patterson, James)
Before he was a household name, Cassius Clay was a kid with struggles like any other.
Becoming Mulhummad shows his life up to age seventeen in both prose and verse, including his childhood
friends, struggles in school, the racism he faced, and his discovery of boxing. Readers will learn about
Cassius' family and neighbors in Louisville, Kentucky, and how, after a thief stole his bike, Cassius began
training as an amateur boxer at age twelve. Before long, he won his first Golden Gloves bout and began his
transformation into the unrivaled Muhammad Ali.


