
Cherry Creek West Middle School
8th Grade Summer Reading List 2021

Required Selection:
***Students will have one week to read the selection upon their return to the 2021-2022 school year but it is highly
encouraged that they read this book before school begins.

The House on Mango Street (Cisneros, Sandra)
Realistic Fiction
Told in a series of vignettes, The House on Mango Street tells the story of Esperanza, whose neighborhood is one of
harsh realities and harsh beauty.

Suggested reading:

The Sun is Also a Star (Yoon, Nicola)
Realistic Fiction
Daniel and Natasha know they have something more in store for them...but they are not quite sure how they will get
there.  Daniel has always been the good son, the good student, never the dreamer.  Natasha is twelve hours away
from being deported to Jamaica and thinks that dreams never come true-  Until she meets Daniel and they both see
that the universe might have something else in store for them.

Unbroken (Zamperini, Louis- young readers or adult version)
Memoir
This riveting account tells the story of Louis Zamperini, a thief turned track star, Olympian, airman, castaway, and
prisoner of war.

Hidden Figures: The American Dream and the Untold Story of the Black Women Mathematicians Who Helped
Win the Space Race (Shetterly, Margot Lee)
Nonfiction
Before John Glenn orbited the earth, or Neil Armstrong walked on the moon, a group of dedicated female
mathematicians known as “human computers” used pencils, slide rules and adding machines to calculate the
numbers that would launch rockets, and astronauts, into space.

A Separate Peace (Knowles, John)
Historical Fiction
A Separate Peace takes place at a boys' boarding school in New England during the early years of World War II.
Gene is a lonely, introverted intellectual. Phineas is a handsome, taunting, daredevil athlete. What happens between
the two friends one summer, like the war itself, banishes the innocence of these boys and their world.



Fountains of Silence (Sepetys, Ruta)
Historical Fiction
Madrid, 1957. Under the fascist dictatorship of General Francisco Franco, Spain is hiding a dark secret. Meanwhile,
tourists and foreign businessmen flood into Spain- among them is young Daniel, son of an oil tycoon, hoping to
connect with his mother’s birth country.  Fate introduces him to Ana, whose family’s obstacles reveal the lingering
effects of the Spanish Civil War.  Inspired by the postwar struggles of Spain, Fountains of Silence looks at identity,
unforgettable love and the hidden struggles with silence.

Orbiting Jupiter (Schmidt, Gary)
Realistic Fiction
Jack, 12, tells the gripping story of Joseph, 14, who joins his family as a foster child. Damaged in prison, Joseph
wants nothing more than to find his baby daughter, Jupiter, whom he has never seen. When Joseph has begun to
believe he’ll have a future, he is confronted by demons from his past that force a tragic sacrifice.


