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Fiction

Ground Zero (Gratz, Alan)
Historical Fiction
September 11, 2001, New York City: Brandon is visiting his dad at work, on the 107th floor of the World
Trade Center. Out of nowhere, an airplane slams into the tower, creating a fiery nightmare of terror and
confusion. And Brandon is in the middle of it all. Can he survive -- and escape?
September 11, 2019, Afghanistan: Reshmina has grown up in the shadow of war, but she dreams of peace
and progress. When a battle erupts in her village, Reshmina stumbles upon a wounded American soldier
named Taz. Should she help Taz -- and put herself and her family in mortal danger.  Two kids. One
devastating day. Nothing will ever be the same.

Before the Ever After (Woodson, Jacqueline)
Realistic Fiction
For as long as ZJ can remember, his dad has been everyone's hero. As a charming, talented pro football
star,  he's as beloved to the neighborhood kids he plays with as he is to his millions of adoring sports fans.
But lately life at ZJ's house is anything but charming. His dad is having trouble remembering things and
seems to be angry all the time. ZJ's mom explains it's because of all the head injuries his dad sustained. As
ZJ contemplates his new reality, he has to figure out how to hold on tight to family traditions and
recollections of the glory days, all the while wondering what their past amounts to if his father can't
remember it. And most importantly, can those happy feelings ever be reclaimed when they are all so busy
aching for the past?

When you Trap a Tiger (Keller, Tae)
Fantasy
When Lily and her family move in with her sick grandmother, a magical tiger straight out of her halmoni's
Korean folktales arrives, prompting Lily to unravel a secret family history. Long, long ago, Halmoni stole
something from the tigers. Now they want it back. And when one of the tigers approaches Lily with a
deal--return what her grandmother stole in exchange for Halmoni's health--Lily is tempted to agree. But
deals with tigers are never what they seem! With the help of her sister and her new friend Ricky, Lily must
find her voice...and the courage to face a tiger.

When Stars are Scattered (Jamieson, Victoria)
Graphic Novel
Omar and his younger brother, Hassan, have spent most of their lives in Dadaab, a refugee camp in Kenya.
Life is hard there: never enough food, achingly dull, and without access to the medical care Omar knows his
nonverbal brother needs. So when Omar has the opportunity to go to school, he knows it might be a chance
to change their future . . . but it would also mean leaving his brother, the only family member he has left,
every day.

Paola Santiago and the River of Tears (Mejia, Tehlor Kay)
Adventure
Space-obsessed 12-year-old Paola Santiago and her two best friends, Emma and Dante, know the rule:
Stay away from the river. It's all they've heard since a schoolmate of theirs drowned a year ago. Pao is
embarrassed to admit that she has been told to stay away for even longer than that, because her mother is
constantly warning her about La Llorona, the wailing ghost woman who wanders the banks of the Gila at
night, looking for young people to drag into its murky depths. Hating her mother's humiliating superstitions
and knowing that she and her friends would never venture into the water, Pao organizes a meet-up to test
out her new telescope near the Gila, since it's the best stargazing spot. But when Emma never arrives and
Pao sees a shadowy figure in the reeds, it seems like maybe her mom was right. . . .



Song for a Whale (Kelly, Lynne)
Realistic Fiction
Twelve-year-old Iris is a tech genius, but she is the only deaf person in her school, so people often treat her
like she’s not very smart.  But as she learns about a whale who is unable to speak to other whales she sets
out to invent a way to sing to him and finds out that a little determination can make big waves.

The Tale of Despereaux (DiCamillo, Kate)
Fantasy
A brave mouse, a covetous rat, a wishful serving girl, and a princess named Pea come together to change
each other’s lives.

Goblin Secrets (Alexander, William)
Fantasy
In a fantasy world, a boy joins a theatrical troupe of goblins to find his missing brother.

What Lane? (Maldonado, Torrey)
Realistic Fiction
Can Stephen do everything his friends can? Lately, he's not so sure. As a mixed kid, he feels like he's living
in two worlds with different rules--and he's been noticing that strangers treat him differently than his white
friends.  Hold on tight as Stephen swerves in and out of lanes to find out which are his--and who should be
with him.

Ancestor Approved: Intertribal Stories for Kids (Smith, Cynthia Leitich)
Short Stories
This collection of intersecting stories by both new and veteran Native writers bursts with hope, joy,
resilience, the strength of community, and Native pride.

Nonfiction
How We Got to the Moon:  The People, Technology and Daring Feats of Science Behind Humanity's
Greatest Adventure (Rocco, John)
The Moon landing is one of the most ambitious, thrilling, and dangerous ventures in human history. This
exquisitely researched and illustrated book tells the stories of the 400,000 unsung heroes--the engineers,
mathematicians, seamstresses, welders, and factory workers--and their innovations and life-changing
technological leaps forward that allowed NASA to achieve this unparalleled accomplishment.


